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“Women who delay in telling their stories of abuse at
the hands of men or who appear to change their stories
over time about such abuse are particularly likely to
be discredited as liars. The very fact of delay or
change is used as evidence that the delayed or changed
stories cannot possibly be true. But abused women
frequently have exactly this response: they repress
what happened; they cannot speak; they hesitate,
waver, and procrastinate; they hope the abuse will go
(...). Such actions produce delayed or altered stories
over time, which are then disbelieved for the very
reason that they have been revised” (Kim L. Scheppele
Just the Facts, Ma'am: Sexualized Violence,
Evidentiary Habits, and the Revision of Truth, 37
N.Y.L. Sch. L. Rev. 123, 126-127 (1992).
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